IPP Revision Workshop: Pacific countries

Date:  
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Venue:  

Suva, Fiji

Contact details:
SPC: Sidney Suma. 


The IPPC Secretariat: Mr. Dave Nowell (Dave.Nowell@fao.org).

Organized by:
PPPO / SPC 

_________________________________________________________________________
General  Background  Information
The International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) is an internet-based information system designed to hold phytosanitary information published in accordance with the Convention, International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures  (ISPMs) and decisions by the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM). Since the first workshop for the Pacific region in May 2005 there have been some significant changes to the IPP and the Commission for Phytosanitary Measures (CPM) has recently made some decisions that could impact how contracting parties utilize the IPP. In addition, the Secretariat is in the process of revising the layout and certain functionalities in the IPP. It is therefore deemed appropriate to have a short re-fresher workshop to discuss this various developments.

The primary objective of the IPP is to provide contracting parties with a single, freely-accessible portal to meet their obligations to publish official phytosanitary information. However, in cases where a country already publishes information relevant to a particular reporting obligation, the IPP can incorporate links to the relevant authoritative official website. Although a number of countries have already entered a considerable amount of information in the IPP, usage of the IPP in the Pacific region seems to have reduced in the past 18 months. As a reminder, the categories of information that countries are obliged to report are:

1. Pest reports (Articles IV 2(b) & VIII 1(a) of the IPPC New Revised Text);

2. Description of the NPPOs (Article IV 4);

3. Phytosanitary restrictions, requirements and prohibitions (Article VII 2(b));

4. Points of entry with specific restrictions (Article VII 2(d));

5. Lists of regulated pests (Article VII 2(i));

6. Emergency actions (Article VII 6); and

7. Official contact point details (Article VIII 2).
It is important that this information should be brought to the workshop in electronic form (or the Internet links if it is already on the Internet) if you have not already entered this data in the IPP, so that there can be tangible output during the workshop.

The objectives of this regional workshop are:

I.   To increase national capacity through training for nominated ‘information’ officers and/or official contact points in the use of the IPP in the exchange of official information, and on how to access official information for use in the phytosanitary decision making process,

II. To get feedback on usage from Pacific countries, particularly those with limited access to the internet,

III. To provide an update on changes and improvements since the last Pacific workshop,

IV. To find ways to increase participation in the IPP,

V. To find ways of improving reporting (timeliness and frequency), particularly increasing pest reporting,

VI. Discuss the pending revision of the IPP – the Secretariat has suggestions at this stage and early feedback would be useful,

VII.
Establish procedures to get new IPP editors trained and fully functional (if there are any), and

VIII.
Explore ways that Australia and New Zealand could become more active in promoting the whole information exchange process.

IPP Revision Workshop

Suva, Fiji

May 2008

	Date
	Time
	Activity
	Responsibility

	1st day: Thursday 19 June 2008

	Session I: Opening

	
	08:30 - 08:45
	Opening: SPC
	SPC

	
	08:45 - 08:55
	Opening: FAO / IPPC
	David Nowell

	
	08:55 - 09:30
	Brief introduction of participants (2 minutes each)
	all participants

	
	09:30 - 09:35
	Nomination of Rapporteur
	David Nowell

	
	09:35 - 09:40
	Presentation of the workshop programme
	David Nowell

	
	09:40 - 10:00
	Workshop objectives and expected outputs
	David Nowell

	Tea/Coffee

	Session II:  Introduction to the Workshop Programme 

	
	10:30 - 12:15
	Changes since the IPP workshop in May 2005

· practical
	David Nowell

	Lunch

	Session III: Country Reports on National Information Exchange since May 2005

	Chair: SPC
	13:30 - 16:30
	Country Presentations on National Information Exchange achievements since May 2005
	All national participants: max. 10 minutes presentation per country (e.g. PowerPoint or on-line demonstration) + open discussion

	2nd day: Friday 20 June 2008

	Session IV: Ways to improve reporting

	
	08:30 - 08:15
	Summary of previous day
	Rapporteur

	
	08:15 - 09:00
	Problems with participation
	SPC

	
	09:00 - 09:30
	Ways to improving general reporting (timeliness and frequency)
	David Nowell

	
	09:30 - 10:00
	Ways to improve pest reporting
	David Nowell

	Tea/Coffee

	
	10:30 - 11:45
	Revision of the IPP
	David Nowell

	
	11:45 - 12:15
	Procedures to get new IPP editors trained

· succession planning
	SPC

	Lunch

	
	13:45 - 14:30
	Regional cooperation
	SPC

	Session V:  Wrap-up Session

	
	14:30 – 15:30 
	Adoption of the report
	David Nowell

	Tea/Coffee

	Session VI:  Practical Session (voluntary)

	
	16:00 – 18:00
	IPP hands-on session 
	David Nowell


Workshop will require the following equipment (from workshop organizers)
· A minimum of 1 PC per participating country (and ideally 1 per participant), plus one for the facilitator – with Win 2000 or higher

· Internet access for each PC (Internet connection should allow to do all PowerPoint presentations online) - need to be able to read https links over the LAN

· Software requirements:

Different types of documents, mainly word, PowerPoint, PDF and html, jpg/tiff/gif will be used during the workshop – hence, all PCs should have Microsoft Office and Acrobat Reader installed (Acrobat reader is essential to read most files on the IPP). It would be useful to have something like CutePDF installed to allow people to create pdf files for upload into the IPP.

· Projector for PowerPoints and live demos - projection facilities to be linked to facilitator’s PC

· White board

· Flipchart and pens

